
President Muhammadu Buhari has 
appointed Sen. Tijjani Yahaya Kaura as 
the new Managing Director and CEO of 
the Oil & Gas Free Zones Authority, 

(OGFZA) Nigeria. An astute administrator, 
experienced technocrat and a leader per 
excellence, he will replace Mr. Umana Okon 
Umana who was recently appointed as the 
Minister of Niger Delta Affairs by President 
Muhammadu Buhari. He assumes office at the 
Authority’s office in Abuja on August 1, 2022.

Mr. Willie Bassey, Director of Information at 
the office of the Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation (SSG) had on Wednesday, July 27, 
2022 announced that “President Muhammadu 

Buhari, GCFR, has approved the appointment of 
Tijjani Yahaya Kaura, Managing Director of Oil 
& Gas Free Zones Authority, for an initial term of 
three years  effective July 18, 2022.

With a myriad of experiences for over 
three decades in Management, Sen. Kaura has 
served the nation in various capacities at Local 
Govermment, State and national levels. He 
is a seasoned administrator, diplomat, astute 
technocrat, a tested and trusted politician 
whose footprint in public affairs management 
is evident.

Between 1991 and 1998, he served twice as 
elected Executive Chairman of Kaura Namoda 
Local Government Area of Zamfara State. 

He is the Founder, former Director and pioneer 
Chairman of Namoda Community Bank.
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The Oil and Gas Free Zones Authority has 

signed a land management agreement with 
the Akwa Ibom State Government at the 
Authority’s office in Abuja on Tuesday, July 

5, 2022. Signing this agreement makes it another 
milestone in the development of Liberty Oil and 

Gas Free Zone (LOGFZ) under the leadership of 
Umana Okon Umana. 

The fmr. MD/CEO OGFZA said signing the 
agreement is to set parameters for the administration 
and sharing of revenues that will accrue thereof.

He extends his sincere appreciation to the 

government of Akwa Ibom State particulary to the 
Executive Governor, Mr. Udom Emmanuel who was 
represented by the Secretary to the Government of 
A’Ibom State, Dr. Emmanuel  Ekuwem. 

OGFZA, AKSG sign land management agreement

President Muhammadu Buhari Otunba Adeniyi Adebayo

Managing Director/CEO OGFZA, Sen. Tijjani Y. Kaura in a group photograph with top Management Staff and others at the 
Authority’s office in Maitama, Abuja 

Managing Director/CEO OGFZA, Sen. Tijjani Yahaya Kaura in a group photograph with Management and  Staff at the 
Authority’s office in Asokoto Abuja 

Managing Director/CEO OGFZA, Sen. Tijjani Yahaya 
Kaura steps into office 

Managing Director/CEO OGFZA, Sen. Tijjani Yahaya Kaura 
being received by the Senior Director/Ag. MD, 
Adekunle Ajayi and other Management staff 

Managing Director/CEO OGFZA, Sen. Tijjani Yahaya 
Kaura on a tour of the Authority’s office in Abuja led  by Ag. 

MD, Adekunle Ajayi 

PM/HoD Registry, Barr. Shaibu Momoh delivering a 
presentation to the MD/CEO and staff  at the Authority’s 

office in Asokoro, Abuja 

GM Operations, Mr. Adekunle Ajayi responding to  a 
presentation by PM/HoD, Registry Department, Barr. 

Momoh Shaibu 

MD/CEO OGFZA, Sen. Tijjani Y. Kaura in an interaction 
with top management staff shortly after his assumption of 

office on  August 1, 2022

MD/CEO OGFZA, Sen. Tijjani Yahaya Kaura responding to 
the Press 

Sen.Tijjani Yahaya Kaura
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The newly appointed Managing Director/
Chief Executive Office (CEO) of the Oil and 
Gas Free Zones Authority (OGFZA), Senator 
Tijjani Yahaya Kaura has promised to create 

effective business climate to boost the volume of 
foreign investments to Nigeria.

Sen. Tijjani Kaura made the promise on assumption 
of duty at the Authority’s office in Abuja on Monday.

He was received by the most senior director, Mr. 
Adekunle Ajayi, who served in acting capacity after 
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The Minister for Industry, Trade 
and Investment, Otunba Adeniyi 
Adebayo has inaugurated 
electronic platforms for Free Zones 

transactions during a Stakeholders’ forum 
organized by the Oil and Gas Free Zones 
Authority at Onne Port Complex on the 9th 

FG unveils electronic platforms for 
Free Zones transactions

• As Umana becomes Minister of N/Delta Affairs
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OGFZA, AKSG sign land management agreement
Mr. Umana assured the Governor that the Authority 

will work very hard to ensure that Liberty Oil and Gas 
Free Zone will become the largest not only in Nigeria 
but also in Africa in terms economic benefits.

The Secretary to the Government of A’Ibom State 
(SSG – AKSG), Dr. Emmanuel Ekuwem expressed 
appreciation to the Chief Executive and  management 
of OGFZA on behalf of the Government of A’Ibom 
state for the commitment and determination to bring 
the consummation process of the agreement to reality. 

He expressed appreciation for the kind of pains 
the management of OGFZA has taken to strengthen 
Nigerian economy. He assured OGFZA that the AKSG 
will ensure transparency, dedication and honesty in 
the sharing of revenues and administration from the 
land management.
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blessed with children. . He was born on February 
3, 1959 in Kaura Namoda, Zamfara State, Nigeria.

The Oil and Gas Free Zones Authority 
(OGFZA) is the national regulatory agency that 

is responsible for specialized free zones in the 
country. OGFZA was established by Section 2 of 
the Oil and Gas Export Free Zone Act No. 8 of 
1996 to regulate Nigeria’s Oil and Gas free trade 
zones. The Authority began operation in Onne, 
Rivers State in 2001.VISION

To be the premier agency 
of government responsible 
for promoting, securing and  

sustaining  investment in 
the nation’s oil and gas free 

zones.

To facilitate public-private 
partnership investments in the 
nation’s oil and gas free zones 

as vehicles for promoting 
accelerated growth and 

sustainable development.

MISSION

Integrity
Respect, (Self, Clients, Time and 
Colleagues)
Professionalism 
Creativity 
Transparency and Accountability
Passion 
Customer Centric  

CORE VALUES
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the appointment of Umana as a Minister.
Sen. Kaura was recently appointed to replace Mr. 

Umana Okon Umana who is now the Minister of 
Niger Delta Affairs.

Meeting with top management staff who had 
accorded him a rousing welcome on arrival to the 
office, Sen. Kaura said that OGFZA under his watch 
will soon work out a framework upon which the new 
agenda will be vigorously pursued.

He stressed that since the main focus of the 
Authority is to attract foreign direct investments into 
the country. His effort will be to provide incentives 
to foreign investors and provide an effective enabling 
environment for them to see Nigeria  as the place to 
invest. For him these areas will have his critical focus  
to ensure that all other obstacles and hindrance  that 
make things difficult, are surmounted. And soon, I 
assure you that we will come out with a framework 

on which my leadership of this agency at this level 
will pursue.”

In a brief meeting with the Authority’s staff in Abuja, 
he expressed gratitude for their warm welcome and 
solicited their support to realize the mandate of the 
Authority.

Commending the giant strides of his predecessor, 
Umana, the Managing Director/CEO, Sen. Kaura  
prayed for Allah’s blessings upon him as he moves on 
with his future endeavours.

“Even though my predecessor is in absentia, it is 
equally important to thank him. I have heard from 
people that he did very well before his appointment. 
May Allah guide him as he move to the Federal 
Executive Council for the service of the people at 
that level.”

Earlier in their individual remarks, the top 
management staff assured the new helmsman of their 
commitment, cooperation and loyalty.

We are excited to bring you a 
tantalizing edition of your most 
sought-after newsletter under this 
new administration. This edition is 

revamped with a new dimension of information 
that will certainly interest you.

In this edition, we unveil the new OGFZA 
Boss, Sen. TijjaniYahayaKaura, sequel to his 
appointment by President MuhammaduBuhari 
(GCFR) as the former Managing Director/

CEO,UmanaOkonUmana bows out to emerge 
Minister of Niger Delta Affairs. 

We also bring you details of the OGFZA, AKSG 
signing ceremony of the Liberty Oil and Gas Free 
Zone land management agreement; unveiling 
of electronic platforms of the Free Zones 
transactions by the Federal Government and the 
keynote remark of the new OGFZA Boss upon his 
assumption of office.

Happy reading!
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of June 2022. This is in compliance to the 
President’s directive on transparency and 
efficiency in the business environment.

The Minister commended his host, the 
Regulator of the Oil and Gas Free Zones 
for its initiative to key into the vision of 
Government for innovation and global best 
practice. Noting that OGFZA has been in 
the forefront of compliance to Government 
policies designed to promote economic 
growth and development, Otunba Adeniyi 
further commended the management 
of OGFZA for its consistency in the 
implementation of the Executive Order 01, 
which earned the Authority top place in the 
ranking of the Presidential Ease of Doing 
Business Environment Council (PEBEC).

The fmr. Managing Director/CEO of 
OGFZA, Umana Okon Umana explained 
that the Registry Information Management 
System and the Operations Transaction 
Request Order are both online platforms 
that allow clients to transact business 
automatically through the online application 
without having to go the office physically. 
According to him, the inauguration of these 
online platforms is to reposition the Free 
Zones for better returns to all stakeholders.

He emphasized that the automation 
of the Registry, Operations and Finance 
departments of OGFZA is in line with the 
ministerial directive on digitalization to all 
agencies under the supervisory ministry, 
Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Investment (FMITI). 

According to the Managing Director/
CEO, the aim is to have a fully automated 
organization where investors and clients can 

have access to services at one’s finger tips real 
time and execute business with the Authority 
from anywhere in the world.

In furtherance to implementing its vision 
of promoting, securing and promoting 
investments in Nigeria, the Authority fosters 
inter-agency coorporation by organizing 
regular meetings with stakeholders. Mr. 
Umana pointed out the need for collaboration 
by all of the key government agencies in order 
for the nation to remain globally competitive 
and attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). 
The theme of this Stakeholders’ forum which 
is to leverage on inter-agency partnership for 
viable free zone development, is expected to 
be followed by the formation of a government 
inter-ministerial committee to address issues 
of revenue leakages and incentives for free 
zone investors. 

The fmr. OGFZA  boss, Umana Okon 
Umana, informed stakeholders of the 
achievements the Authority has made so far 
which include the establishment of new oil 
and gas free zones and licensing of sixteen 
new enterprises that would collectively 
generate about $16.4 billion of projected 
capital investments into the Free Zones. He 
commended the Minister for Industry, Trade 
and Investment, Otunba Adeniyi Adebayo 
for his leadership role in championing the 
success of the Free Zones Scheme in Nigeria 
and his support for OGFZA, adding that with 
the Minister’s support, OGFZA has recorded 
modest achievements in the last few years. 

Highlights of the forum, was an interactive 
session with the Minister of FMITI and a 
panel discussion of key stakeholders of the oil 
and gas free zones where issues and concerns 
of stakeholders were addressed. 

FG Unveils Electronic Platforms For 
Free Zones Transactions
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Sen.Tijjani Yahaya Kaura

The erstswhile MD/CEO OGFZA, Umana Okon Umana and SSG – AKSG, Emmanuel Ekuwem; during the signing ceremony of  the Liberty Oil and Gas Free Zone Land 
Management agreement at the Authority’s conference room in Maitama, Abuja 

Moving into the state from the local government 
level, Senator Kaura served both as Investment 
Adviser as well as Secretary to the Government 
(SSG) of Zamfara State at various times within 
the period under review.

He also served as Federal Commissioner, 
National Population Commission in charge 
of Zamfara and Anambra States respectively 
(2001-2003 and 2003-2007) during which time he 
served as Member in Finance & Audit, Publicity 
and Inter-Agency Relation Committees.

Senator Kaura also served as Minister of state 
for Foreign Affairs in 2007 to 2009, where he 
took charge of Eastern Europe, Asia and America 
as well as International Organisations except 
United Nations. He visited all of the ECOWAS 
member states on different occasions while on 
special assignments.

He was later elected into the 8th Senate as 
Senator, of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in 
2015 to 2019 to represent the good people of 
Zamfara North Senatorial District where he 
was also a member of the ECOWAS Parliament 
during the same period. 

In the 8th Senate, he served in various 
capacities as chairman, vice chairman and 
member of several committees respectively 
such as Senate committee on Police Affairs, Federal 
Character Commission, Inter-governmental 

Affairs; Vice Chairman, Senate Committee on 
Tertiary Institution, Banking, FCT, as well as 
Foreign Affairs consecutively.

Sen. Kaura completed his primary education 
at Mohammed Asha Primary School Kaura 
Namoda, where he obtained the First School 
Leaving Certificate in 1975. He then attended 
Government Teachers’ College Bakura, where he 
obtained his Teacher’s Grade II Certificate in 1980 
and proceeded to college of Education Sokoto, 
where he obtained his National Certificate in 
Education (NCE) in 1985.

He bagged both Bachelor’s degree in 
Education and Masters in International Affairs 
& Diplomacy from the prestigious Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria in 1989 and the year 2000 
respectively.

He started his career as a teacher before 
delving into politics. The new MD/CEO is 
bringing with him to the Authority, a wealth of 
managerial and operational proven experiences 
to build on the achievements and legacies of the 
previous leadership of the Oil & Gas Free Zone 
Authority and to leapfrog the organization to a 
high pedestal. 

Sen. Tijjani Yahaya Kaura, whose hobbies are 
teaching, reading and travelling is married and 




