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L-R: MD/CEO OGFZA, Umana Okon Umana delivering the lead 
paper on “Oil Resource Mobilisation for South-South 
Development” at the South-South Economic Summit in 
Calabar, Cross River State.

L-R: MD/CEO OGFZA, Umana Okon Umana and Comptroller of Nigeria Immigration Service, Francisca D. Dakat, 
during a courtesy call by the Comptroller in the Abuja Office of the Authority.

MD/CEO OGFZA, Umana Okon Umana (middle) and 
management team on inspection visit to the proposed office 
site at Liberty Oil and Gas Free Zone in Akwa Ibom State.

he Presidential Enabling 
Bus iness  Env i ronmen t  
Council (PEBEC) has ranked T

the Oil and Gas Free Zones Authority 
(OGFZA) as the number two federal 
agency in the 2021 Executive Order 
O1 (EO1) Report that tracks 
compliance with the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t  d i r e c t i v e  o n  
transparency and efficiency in the 
business environment. PEBEC 

announced the ranking in a report 
that released the outcome of the 2021 
national survey of compliance with 
the EO1, which mandates Federal 
Government ministries, departments 
and agencies to implement a set of 
measures that promotes transparency 
and efficiency in the business 
environment.

In the latest ranking, OGFZA came 
second to the Standard Organisation 

OGFZA Retains Impressive 
Position In PEBEC Ranking 

he Governor of Akwa Ibom 
State, Mr Udom Emmanuel, 
has signed an Executive Order T

giving the Oil and Gas Free Zones 
Authority (OGFZA) the power to 
administer the land where the Liberty 
Oil and Gas Free Zone (LOGFZ) is 
located. The site of the LOGFZ cuts 

across six local government areas of 
Akwa Ibom State in Oruk Anam, Ikot 
Abasi, Mkpat Enin, Onna, Eastern 
Obolo and Ibeno.

In a ceremony at the Akwa Ibom State 
Governor’s Lodge in Abuja where the 
Executive Order was delivered to Mr 
Umana Okon Umana, Managing 
Director of OGFZA, Mr Emmanuel 
expressed delight at the progress the new 

OGFZA takes possession 
of Liberty Free Zone Land 

he Managing Director/CEO of 
the Oil and Gas Free Zones 
Authori ty (OGFZA),  Mr T

Umana Okon Umana, has called for a 
new approach to the development of 
the South South region that is free from 
the vagaries of the crude oil economy.

Presenting a lead paper at a summit 
organised by the South-South 

Economic Summit Group in Calabar at 
the turn of the year, Umana said the 
new approach should revolve around 
dedicated investment in human 
c a p i t a l ,  t o u r i s m ,  e c o n o m i c  
diversification, technology, export 
drive and a strategy to take full 
advantage of the opportunities 

Umana suggests 
Post-Oil Development 
Plan for South-South 
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L-R: Mr Sule receiving a parting gift from the Managing Director, 
Mr Umana Okon Umana at the ceremony.

L-R:  MD/CEO OGFZA, Umana Okon Umana presenting a Sub 
Zone operational licence to the CEO of Qua Iboe Export Hub, 
Oluwafolabomi Oyeyinka.

il and Gas Free Zones 
administered by OGFZA 
have continued to be the O

toast of investors. In the last one 
year, the Authority has licensed 
more than a dozen new companies 
to operate in its Free Zones. 

The Agency recently issued a 
Developer Licence to Qua Iboe 

Liberty Free 
Zone attracts 

more investors
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Sule, GM Legal, gets 
emotional send-off

See page 3
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This Newsletter is published by the Corporate Communications Unit of MD’s Office 

4, Pope John Paul II Street, Off Gana Street, Maitama, Abuja



From the Publisher
performance since the compliance evaluation began in 
2017. The Authority came first in the 2018 ranking and 
has consistently remained a top performer ever since. 

There is also a report on the well-received lead paper 
delivered by the Managing Director of the Authority, Mr 
Umana Okon Umana, at the South South Economic 
Summit which held in Calabar, Cross River State at the 
turn of the year, in which Umana laid out the path to a new 
development paradigm for the region that is not 
dependent on crude oil.

Another worthy, indeed historic, development within the 
period is the Executive Order by which the Akwa Ibom 
State Government has transferred the administration of 
the land at Liberty Free Zone to the Authority, thereby 
making it possible for the Free Zone Regulator to have 

-Integrity
-Respect (Self, Clients, 
Time and Colleagues)
-Professionalism 
-Creativity
-Transparency and 
Accountability
-Passion
-Customer Centric 

e are pleased to begin with warm new year 
greetings to the OGFZA family from the WPublisher’s Desk, as we roll out the latest 

edition of your Newsletter. This edition of the in-house 
news bulletin is packed with a lot of important stories 
and significant developments with the Authority.

Top of the bill is the Authority’s impressive showing in 
the 2021 PEBEC ranking of federal agencies’ 
compliance with the Executive Order 01, a Presidential 
Directive that mandates federal ministries, 
departments and agencies to ensure optimal 
transparency and efficiency in the business 
environment. OGFZA came second in the last ranking, 
to keep up with the track record of its bullish 

the land resource with which to meet its obligation of 
providing land as a tenored incentive to new Free Zone 
enterprises.

Also in this package is a report on the fulfilment of a 
key plank of the roadmap set out at the beginning of the 
current management to grow investors and investment 
in the Free Zones. That report shows Liberty Free Zone 
getting rapidly populated with new investors. 

There is in addition a report on the retirement of 
Barrister Abdulwasiu Sule from his post as the General 
Manager in charge of the Legal Department and as the 
Board Secretary.
As they say in the trade, it’s a bumper…

Enjoy it.

COVID-19 Safety
Follow the steps below to prevent 

the spread of COVID-19.

Disinfect surfaces around 
your home and office

Wash your hands with soap 
for at least 20 seconds 
under running water.

Sneeze or cough?
Cover your mouth. Stay safe

presented by the Africa Continental 
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

“I propose a recourse to a different 
approach, which is, to use what we 
have now and plan a future that is 

unhampered by derivation; to 
mobilize untapped resources whose 
e x c l u s i v e  v a l u e  c a n n o t  b e  
significantly diminished by federal 
allocation,” Umana said.

He explained that the proposed 
strategy “requires a deliberate 
investment in people and knowledge 
aimed at transforming the region into a 
global knowledge hub for expertise in 
Oil and Gas. The objective here is to 
create and offer tangible value that the 
global industry demands. Positioning 
the region as a formidable supply bloc 
for industry knowledge will compel 
other economic outcomes that spur 
sustainable development through 
education tourism, industrialization, 
reduced unemployment, and very 
importantly, technology and skills 
transfer and specialisation.”

He called for a plan to harness the 
tourism potential of the region into a 
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profitable hospitality hub, adding that 
the South South states should integrate 
a diversification policy into their 
operation models through the creation 
of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 
a c r o s s  t h e  r e g i o n  t o  d r i v e  
industrialisation.

The proposed new approach also 
advocated prioritizing deployment of 
technology to drive development 
through public-private partnership 
investment in SMART buildings, 
start-up hubs, shared smart offices and 
deliberate empowerment of the girl 
child/women through e-tech and e-
learning.

Umana equally called for a policy 
f o c u s  o n  a g r i c u l t u r e - l e d  
industrialisation for exports, that will 
rely on crops in which the region has 
comparative advantage such as 

of Nigeria. OGFZA has thus come 
second two years in a row, having 
also been named the second-best 
federal parastatal in the same 
category of the Ease of Doing 
Business policy in 2020.

OGFZA has consistently been 
ranked among the best federal 

parastatals in the EO1 Report. In 
2018, two years after the Ease of 
Doing Business policy was 
launched as a Presidential mandate, 
PEBEC ranked OGFZA as the best 
agency in the EO1 category, out of 

44 ministries, departments and 
agencies drawn in the survey. And in 
the following year, 2019, OGFZA 
was again ranked number one in 
cumulative compliance with the Ease 
of Doing Business policy.

Free Zone has made already. Mr 
Umana  p ledged  a  p ruden t  
administration of the land resource to 
deliver a positive impact to the fortunes 
of the Liberty Oil and Gas Free Zone.

The Executive Order will allow 
OGFZA for the first time to assist new 
investors with land, for a start, as part of 
the bouquet of incentives approved by 
law for free zone investments. The 
Liberty Free Zone land is 50,215 
hectares.

...Free Zone Land
Cont’d from front page

Umana Suggests Post-Oil Development...

Export Hub (GIEH), as subzone 
developer in the Liberty Oil and Gas 
Free Zone. The Managing Director 
of OGFZA, Mr Umana Okon 
Umana, presented the licence to Mr 
Oluwafolabomi Oyeyinka, CEO of 
QIEH, at the Authority’s office in 
Abuja.

The subzone operated by QIEH is 
home to other enterprises, which 
include Black Rose Methanol 
Company Limited and QIEH 

Development and Management 
Company Limited, a management 
company with the subzone. At full 
rollout the export hub will be the 
main shipping terminal at the Free 
Zone.

Overall, there are 15 enterprises 
operating out of Liberty Free Zone. 
Most of them operate as tenant 
enterprises under Sterling Petroleum 
and Fertilizer Company, which the 
Developer of the Liberty Free Zone.

Liberty Free Zone attracts more investors
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he General Manager (GM) in 
charge of Legal Services and 
Secretary to the Governing T

Board of the Oil and Gas Free Zones 
Authority (OGFZA), Mr Abdulwasiu 
Sule (Esq.), was recently treated to a 
ceremonial send-off following his 
retirement from the services of the 
Authority. 

In a farewell comment at the event 
which held at the Board Room of the 
Authority in Abuja, the Managing 
Director, Mr Umana Okon Umana 
described Barr Sule “as a loyal officer 
who was committed to getting the job 
done.” 

The General Manager in charge of 
Operations & Technical Department, Mr 
Adekunle Ajayi, congratulated Mr Sule 
on his successful public service career.

The General Manager in charge of 
Administration Department, Mr Alenju 
Ngofa, commended the retiring Board 
Secretary on his “humility, cheerful 
outlook and ever ready willingness to 
share ideas with colleagues.”

Mr Sule, visibly moved by the warm 
comments from his colleagues, thanked 
the Managing Director and others at the 
event for their “kind words” and said he 
was happy for the privilege to serve.

he Comptroller of Nigerian 
Immigration Service (NIS), 
Francisca D. Dakat, recently T

paid a courtesy call on the Managing 
Director of the Oil and Gas Free Zones 
Authority (OGFZA), Mr Umana Okon 
Umana, in the Abuja office of the 
Authority. 

Mrs Dakat commended the friendly 
relations between OGFZA and the NIS. 
Umana described the NIS as a valued 
partner in the one government project 
and said he was looking forward to a 
continuation of the fruitful relations. 

The NIS is one of the federal agencies 
working with OGFZA in the Free Zones 
and  a  cen t ra l  pa r tne r  in  the  
implementation of the immigration 
incentive guaranteed by law for Free 
Zone companies. 

NIS Comptroller 
visits OGFZA CEO

he Managing Director of the Oil 
and Gas Free Zones Authority 
(OGFZA), Mr Umana Okon T

Umana, last month led his Management 
Team on an inspection visit to the site of 
the Authority’s proposed operations 
office at the Liberty Oil and Gas Free 
Zone (LOGFZ) in Akwa Ibom State. 

The Authority’s plan to build an 
operations office at LOGFZ is 
consistent with the strong roll-out of the 
Free Zone, which already has the 
presence of other federal agencies such 
as the Nigeria Police, Customs and 
Immigration services. The Free Zone is 
also active with investors, 12 of them 
having been registered to operate there 
in the first year of its existence.

OGFZA Team visits 
Operations office site 
at Liberty Free Zone

cassava, rubber, tuber, bamboo.
The OGFZA Chief executive spoke 

on ‘Oil Resource mobilisation for 
South South Development.’ The 
summit theme was, ‘Oil Politics-
Implications for the Economic 
Development of the South South in a 
post Covid-19 Nigeria.’
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MD/CEO OGFZA Umana Okon Umana and his management team on inspection visit to 
the site of the proposed office at the Liberty Oil & Gas Free Zones in Akwa Ibom State.

Sule, GM Legal, gets
emotional send-off

MD/CEO OGFZA, Umana Okon Umana

OGFZA Retains Impressive Position...
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